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1 Salvator Mundi (Exaltation of the Holy Cross)
2 Angele Dei (Anonymous)
3 Ave verum (Attrib. Pope Innocent VI)
4 In remembrance (Timothy Hamilton)*
5 The Lord is my shepherd (Psalm 23)
6 Crucifixus (The ordinary of the mass)
7 The Lord’s prayer (Jesus of Nazereth)
8 The evening hymn (The Roman Breviary)
9 O sacrum convivium (Saint Thomas Aquinas)
10 Panis angelicus (Saint Thomas Aquinas)
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12 Oh holy night (John Sullivan Dwight)*

5’14
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13 Star of Bethlehem (Timothy Hamilton)
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cantoribus an introduction
The inspiration for forming Cantoribus came from a desire to introduce an exciting and
contemporary dimension to choral music. From my early days as a chorister at Portsmouth
Cathedral, I felt a real affinity with singing and the wonderful choral tradition of this country. I later
graduated to the world of the opera singer – a discipline that requires immense dedication
and training.
What initially drew me to this style of singing was the sheer power, both physically and emotionally,
of the human voice when utilised to its fullest extent – the incredible palette of vocal colour and
dramatic range, ably demonstrating the versatility of the operatic voice.
My vision, therefore, was to create an ensemble of hand-picked professional operatic voices –
a ‘dream team’ of first-rate musicians – who also had choral experience. All members of Cantoribus
regularly perform with the major UK opera companies as well as working on the London
church circuit.
Once assembled, the aim was to record a selection of bespoke choral repertoire.
I decided that I wanted the album to be completely a cappella, as it was imperative that the
voice be at the centre of this recording, and not diluted with accompanying instrumentation. The
resulting depth of sound delivers a much broader and more vibrant soundscape than you will have
heard before in choral music.

vision the music
The music for this album was written to reflect some of the feasts and seasons of the liturgical year. It is
not meant to provide a chronological music ‘playlist’ for the year, rather it is intended that each piece
be viewed as an individual reflection upon a certain theme.
When choosing the texts to set my music to, I have to admit that I was very much influenced by my
choral upbringing. The majority of the texts coming from works that really left their mark on me when I
was younger.
Salvator Mundi, Ave verum and Crucifixus all offer powerful representations of Christ’s death. Each
setting, in its own way, utilises the immense power and control of the ensemble to vividly evoke the
imagery of pain and suffering.
The prayers, Angele Dei, The Lord’s prayer, O sacrum convivium and The evening hymn, present
four warm and evocative reflections, which allow the group’s beautiful timbre and expansive texture to
shine through.
In remembrance commemorates the memory of all who have died in war – a particularly poignant
theme for this year, the one-hundredth anniversary of the start of the First World War.
The Lord is my shepherd and Panis angelicus are written for upper voices only. The stunning blend of
female voices lends an ethereal ambience to these contemplative hymns.
The inclusion of Stanford’s meditative motet, Beati quorum via, is an affectionate ‘nod’ back to a
wonderful era in choral music. This exquisite six-part composition is widely regarded as one of
Stanford’s finest works.

The final two pieces celebrate the Christmas message. Oh holy night is an epic arrangement of the
classic carol. It is written in eight parts and includes a solo soprano. We had the immense pleasure of
being joined by the internationally-renowned operatic soprano, Elisabeth Meister, who recorded the
solo on this track (and In remembrance). Star of Bethlehem is a more traditional carol, written in eight
parts, which demonstrates brilliantly, the beautiful and expressive vocal colours of the ensemble.
© 2014 Timothy Hamilton

vision
1 Salvator Mundi
Matins Antiphon, Exaltation of the Holy Cross

Salvator Mundi, salva nos,
Qui per crucem et sanguinem redemisti nos:
Auxiliare nobis, Te deprecamur, Deus noster.

Saviour of the World, save us,
You, who by the cross and blood redeemed us:
Help us, we beseech You, our God.

2 Angele Dei
Anonymous

Angele Dei,
My guardian dear,
To whom His love commits me here,
Ever this day and night, be at my side
To light and guard
To rule and guide.
Amen.

Angel of God

3 Ave verum
Attrib. Pope Innocent VI (c.1282-1362)

Ave, verum corpus
Natum de Maria Virgine,
Vere passum immolatum
In cruce pro homine,
Cujus latus perforatum
Unda fluxit et sanguine,
Esto nobis praegustatum
In mortis examine.

Hail, true body
Born of the Virgin Mary,
Who truly suffered, sacrificed
On the cross for man,
Whose pierced side overflowed
With water and blood,
Be for us a foretaste
In the test of death.

4 In remembrance
Timothy Hamilton (b.1973)

We will ne’er forget them.
In far off fields they lie beyond this world,
Their flame extinguished all too soon,
Outnumbered by the foe.
Staunch and resilient, they fought side by side, unyielding.
Gallant comrades fallen for the cause.
Though dark descends and shadows form,
So too will dawn the day;
And through the night of deep despair shine stars in bright array.
Each star, a shining testament to each brave soul forlorn;
Unyielding comrades, fallen in the fight,
Your star shines brightly through the years.
Fallen heroes, fallen for the free.
Grant unto them, eternal rest.					
5 The Lord is my shepherd
Psalm 23

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures.
He leadeth me in paths of righteousness for His name’s sake.
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for Thou art
with me; Thy rod and staff, they comfort me.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the
Lord forever.

6 Crucifixus
Credo, The ordinary of the mass

Crucifixus etiam pro nobis
Sub Pontio Pilato,
Passus et sepultus est.
7 The Lord’s prayer
Jesus of Nazereth (c.5 BC- c.30 AD)

Our Father who art in heaven,
Hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done,
On earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom,
The power and the glory.
For ever and ever.
Amen.

He was crucified for us
Under Pontius Pilate,
Suffered and was buried.

8 The evening hymn
Compline hymn, The Roman Breviary

Te lucis ante terminum,
Rerum Creator, poscimus,
Ut solita clementia,
Sis Praesul ad Custodiam.

To You, before the close of day,
Creator of the world, we pray,
That, with Your usual clemency,
You may be our Protector and Guard.

Procul recedant somnia,
Et noctium phantasmata:
Hostemque nostrum comprime,
Ne polluantur corpora.

Keep away ill dreams,
And night phantoms:
Restrain our enemy,
So that our bodies will not be polluted.

Praesta, Pater omnipotens,
Per Iesum Christum Dominum,
Qui Tecum in perpetuum
Regnat cum Sancto Spiritu.
Amen.

Grant, omnipotent Father,
Through Lord Jesus Christ,
Who with You forever
Reigns with the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

9 O sacrum convivum
Saint Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274)

O sacrum convivium!
In quo Christus sumitur:
Recolitur memoria passionis Eius:
Mens impletur gratia:
Et futurae gloriae nobis pignus datur.
Alleluia.

Oh holy feast!
In which Christ is received:
We recall the memory of His Passion:
Our minds are filled with grace:
And a pledge of future glory is given to us.
Alleluia.

10 Panis angelicus
Saint Thomas Aquinas

Panis angelicus
Fit panis hominum;
Dat panis cœlicus
Figuris terminum:
O res mirabilis!
Manducat Dominum
Pauper, servus et humilis.

Bread of the angels
Is made bread for mankind;
Bread of heaven given
To end all symbols:
Oh, miraculous thing!
The Lord will be fed
To the poor, the slaves, and the humble.

Te Trina Deitas
Unaque poscimus:
Sic nos Tu visita,
Sicut Te colimus;
Per Tuas semitas
Duc nos quo tendimus,
Ad lucem quam inhabitas.
Amen.

Threefold Deity,
We beseech You:
To visit us,
As we worship You.
Along Your path,
Lead us, who are heading
To the light where You dwell.
Amen.

11 Beati quorum via
Psalm 119

Beati quorum via integra est,
Qui ambulant in lege Domini.

Blessed are those whose path is undefiled,
Who walk in the law of the Lord.

12 Oh holy night
John Sullivan Dwight (1813-1893)
		
Oh holy night! The stars are brightly shining,
It is the night of the dear Saviour’s birth.
Long lay the world in sin and error pining.
Till He appeared and the Soul felt its worth.
A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices,
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn.
Fall on your knees! Oh, hear the angel voices!
Oh night divine, oh night when Christ was born;
Oh night divine, oh night, oh night divine!

Truly He taught us to love one another,
His law is love and His gospel is peace.
Chains shall He break, for the slave is our brother.
And in His name all oppression shall cease.
Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we,
Let all within us praise His holy name.
Christ is the Lord! Oh praise His name forever.
Oh night divine, oh night when Christ was born;
Oh night divine, oh night, oh night divine!

13 Star of Bethlehem
Timothy Hamilton

In the east there shines a star
Which guides the shepherds from afar.
It leads the way to Bethlehem,
To where a Child is born.
Our Saviour, Christ the Lord.
Oh star of beauty guide us by your light
And lead us to the Heav’nly Babe,
Born upon this night.
Wise men, too, on bended knee,
Did find this precious Babe so dear.
And on this King glorious gifts did they bestow
To praise the Son of God,
Our Saviour, Christ the Lord.
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