


TRACING A WHEEL ON WATER 
Aaron Larget-Caplan, guitar 
 
Lior Navok (1971-), Israel 
Six for a Dance is a short dance built in three sections: fast, slow, fast. The slow section recalls the sound and character 
of the Ud- the lute’s Mediterranean cousin. The composer writes about the fast sections: “I imagined a female dancer 
who dances energetically with a pair of castanets in her hands. Yet, I had no intention to create flamenco music, but 
rather to twist fragments of it.” 
* Composed in Boston in 2000 for Aaron Larget-Capalan, and it received its premiere in 2001 by the Artist at the 
New England Conservatory, Boston, Massachusetts. 
 
Toru Takemitsu (1930-1996), Japan 
Equinox was inspired by the painting of the same title by Calonian artist Juan Miró. Tonal color and shading are 
essential to what turned out to be his final solo guitar composition. Takemitsu writes in numerous shifts of color for 
the performer to follow. He also calls for an alternate tuning of guitar (Eb,A,D,G,Bb,E). Takemitsu studied the guitar, 
writing numerous solo and ensemble works for the instrument. 
 
Daniel Pinkham (1923-2006), USA 
Dance of Zephyrus – God of the West wind: warm and gentle. Dance of Boreas – God of the North wind: cold and 
at times blustery. Daniel Pinkham as composed extensively for the guitar including songs, solos and chamber music. 
* Composed in 2002 for Emre Sabuncuoglu and Aaron Larget-Caplan, and premiered in 2003 by Aaron Larget-
Caplan. 
 
Leo Brouwer (1939-), Cuba 
Cancion de Cuna (lullaby) and Ojos Brujos (bewitching eyes) are adaptations of two Cuban popular songs. A graduate 
of Julliard, Leo Brouwer has the unique ability to write to bewitch listeners in a number of styles. 
 
Kevin Siegfried (1969-), USA 
Tracing a Wheel on Water was written in 2003, shortly after moving from Boston to the southern coast of Maine. My 
family and I were fortunate to rent a house directly situated on a tidal inlet, and it was only a matter of time before 
the cycle of tides and the play of light and water began to shape our lives. My first composition for solo guitar, 
Tracing a wheel on water is a meditation on my experience of the water’s surface. In particular, it reflects the interplay 
of stasis and movement, and the manner in which flowing circles on the water’s surface envelop one another in a 
rhythm that is always new, yet never changing. 
* Commissioned by Aaron Larget-Caplan and premiered by the artist at The Boston Conservatory at Berklee on 
February 23, 2005. 
 
 



 
 
 
Emilio Pujol (1886-1980), Spain 
El Abejorro is an etude in the technique of arpeggio that recalls the sound and flight of the bumblebee. Pujol studied 
guitar with Francisco Tarrega in Barcelona, Spain, and later went on to be one of the preeminent disseminators of 
the Tarrega School. Throughout his life he studied musicology and worked for the greater good of the guitar. 
 
Agustín Barrios (1885-1944), Paraguay 
La Catedral is a Romantic work of passion and color, yet stylistically it is an homage to the Baroque music of J.S. 
Bach. Inspired by a visit to the Cathedral of San José in Montevideo, Uruguay, Barrios incorporated the procession-
like movement of the organ works of Bach in movement II, and the fleet fingered toccata in movement III. The 
Preludio, added in 1939, evokes the tolling of the cathedral bells with the use of style brisé, broken chord style, which 
was so important to Bach. 
 
Roland Dyens (1955-2016), Tunisia/France 
Tango en Skaï was birthed as an improvisation at a party, which is fitting since the tango was born of the brothels of 
Buenos Aires, Argentina. En Skaï is French slang for false or parody, so the performer must exaggerate the tango 
gestures even more without losing a beat, all the while holding on to the party atmosphere that inspired its creation. 
 
 
 
Aaron Larget-Caplan began playing the classical guitar at 16. Prior to his awakening, he studied clarinet and electric 
guitar. He is a graduate of the New England Conservatory of Music in Boston. His teachers include David Leisner, 
Eliot Fisk, Peter Clemente, Robert Scott Jr, and flamenco with Jonathan “Juanito Pascual” Gordon. He currently 
studies with Dmitry Goryachev. He often performs solo and chamber music, premieres new works and introduces 
classical music to kids through school residencies and teaching. He has received grants and awards from D’Addario 
Foundation, American Composers Forum, Massachusesetts Cultural Council, Mu Phi Epsilon, and more. Aaron is 
from Colorado, a most beautiful state of mind, and he currently makes his home in Massachusetts with his wife, 
healer, and muse, Catherine. Tracing a wheel on water is his debut album. www.ALCGuitar.com 
 
 
Special Thanks to Catherine Larget-Caplan, Dmitry Goryachev, Caroline Larget, and my teachers and friends who 
helped make this flourish. Thanks also to Claude et Josette Gauthier. Dedicated to the composers, alive and dead, 
who understand that life is a series of sounds, that sound is life, and it should be beautiful. 
 




